. Flow chart for study retrieval and selection process Records identified through database searching (n = 1391)
Additional records identified through reference list screening (n = 258)
Records after duplicates removed (n = 701)
Records screened (n = 701)
Records excluded (n = 655 )
Full-text articles assessed for eligibility (n = 46 )
17 Full-text articles were excluded because they: (1) 10 of them only expressed effect estimates of contribution of NO2 to total mortality or mortality of other diseases. (2) 2 of them didn't include adverse health effect of hospital admission. (3) 5 of them didn't describe quantitative exposureresponse relationship between NO2 and RD.
Studies included in quantitative synthesis
(meta-analysis) (n = 29) 
